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‘. THE NEW POST OFFICE.
- (Wiik a Plate.)

HE magnificent building recently

. A opened as the new metropolitan
Post Oftice, is situated near the junc-
tion of Cheapside and Newgate-street,
on the spot {ormerly occupied by the
college and sanctuary of St, Martina
le-Grand.*

It is one qf the largest public edi-
fices now existing in the City of Lon-
don. The architect, Mr. Sinirke, has
employed in its construction his favou-
yite order, the Grecian lonic, which
be has alsg introduced in his new build-
ings at the British Museum. Inall his
designs he appears o depend for effect
ore on the tutrinsic beauty of the order
itself, than oo the embellishment of the
subordinate features. The pringipal
front, which is 400 feet jn length (and
of which the ceatre and one wing are
represgnted iu the sccompanying view)
has a grand and impressive eflect, alike
from the continuity and simplicity of
its elevation, and from the sohdily and
magnificence of its proportions. The
portico, which projects with two in-
tercolumps at the sides, and is alsa
recessed; has an air of space, and g
depth of shadow, that contribute mate-
rially 1p enhance jis effect. Its breadih
is seventy, and ity depth twenty feet,
Over the door i placed a clock, with
a face both 10 the exterigr and interior;
and on each side are two pedestals,
with strong reflecting lamps. Ia thiy
front are forty-four windows.

The east fran, in Foster-lane, has
upwards of 180 windows, and may be
said 10 have the same appearance in
relation to the other, as is uspal with
the backs of ordinary houses. The
whole, however, is characterized with
a simple and impressive character of
due proportion. .

® The remains of the ancient College dis+
closed on clearing the site in.1818 were il-
lustrated (with two engravings) in our val,
LXXXVIIL ii. 272, 898 ; LXXXIX. i. pp; 828,
414, 608; and an insresting volume, by
Alfred John, K_gmpe, esq. F.S.A, wps pubses
quently published, gntitled ¢ Historical No-
tices of the Collegiate Church or Royal Free
Chapel and Sanctuary of St. Martiu-le-
Grand; with Observations on the different
kinds of Sanctuary formerly recognized
the Civil Law.”” (See vol. xcv. ii. p. 245.

Gext. Mac, Octoler, 1829.
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~ The vestibule or Freat hall, which
occupies the centre of the edifice, is a
thoroughfare for the public from one
street to the other. It is about eighty
feet long (which is the depth oIBthe
building throughout), sixty feet broad
(ten less than the portico), and fifty~
three feet high in the centre. It iy
supported by two lines of six columns,
similar to those of the portico; and
formed of Poriland stone, upon granite
pedestals. Next the wall are corre-
sponding pilasters, or antz. The en-
tablature, which is enriched with or-
paments from the best examples, is of
mastic; and is surmounted by an attic,
on each side of which light is admitted.
The dado and architraves of the doors
are of granite ; and above the entrance
from Foster-lane, which is divided into
three circalar-headed doorways, is a
gallery affording a communication to
the first-floor apartmenis of the re-
gpective wings, and lighted by three
circular- headed windows, correspond-
ing to the doorways below.

On the north side of the vestibule
are the several receiving rooms for
newspapers, inland and ship letters;
and behind these, further north, are
the inland-letter-sorters and letter-
carriers’ rpoms. These rooms, which
extend the whole length of the front
from the portico 10 the north wing, are
tastefully’ finished. The latter 18 35

_feet high. Their fittings up appear to

be perfect in their kind ; there are al-
most innumerable boxes, pigeon-holes,
drawers, &c. At each end of the let-
ter-carriers’ office are projecting circu-
lar roows, or bars, for the principals.
The mails are received at the doorway
(in the eastern or Foster-lane front
north of the vestibule, leading to the
inland offices—and are taken into a
{)oom called the tick room, where the
ags are opened. In this part of the
building is also a spacious office, ap-
ropriated to the corréspandence of theg
BVest Indies; and also the comptrols
Jer’s and mail-coach offices.
~ On the sauth side of the vestibule
are the foreign, receiver-general’s, and
accountant’s offices. The foreign of-
fice is most chastely and conveniently
fitted up; the beauty of the ceiling at
ence atjracts attention. At the east-



ern end of the foreign office is a corri-
dor, and the privaie foreign office, and
that of the principal clerk, :

. At the eastern end of the vestibule
is the twopenny post deparunent, com-
prising the receiving, sorters’, and car-
riers’ rooms. The sorters’ office is
about 40 feet Ly 24 feet, on the plan
and fitted up in the same judicious
manner observed in the inland office.
There is a very novel and admirable
mode adopted for conveying letters
across the vestibule to and fromn the
inland, foreign, and twopenny post
offices, in small waggons, traversing
in a tunnel heneath the pavement by
means of machinery: it is said to be
the invention of Mr. Barrow.

The corridor immediately at the
right hand of the principal entrance
leads to the grand staircase, the dimen-
sions of which are 32 feet by 23 feet;
the steps are of solid masonry, and the
balusters have a peculiarly massive ap-
pearance—they are of brass bronzed,
and are cylindrical. On the landing
there is a niche for a gas lamp.

On the first floor, are the board
room, secretary’s room, and his clerk’s
office, communicating by long passages
with the solicitor’s offices. The board
room, which is 37 feet long and 24
feet broad, has an ornamented segment
ceiling (of the form technically called
waggon-head)—the cornice is support-
ed by wainscot pilasters, the dado and
doors are also of wainscot, and the
walls have been painted 1o imitate the
wood. Al the floors throughout the
building are of American oak. ,

" At the eastern end of the hall, on
the north side, is a staircase leading to
the letter-bill, dead, mis-sent, and re-
turned-letter offices; and across the
gallery of the hail are the offices con-
nected with the solicitor’s and secre-
tary’s apartments, which latter are also
approached from the grand staircase.

. On the second floor story and upper
story are sleeping rooms for the forcign
clerks, who are liable to be summoned
10 duty at unceriain hours. The num-
ber of these rooms, and the exient of

the accommaations, may be conceiv-

ed, when it is stated that the rooins on
each side of the gallery, two huudred
and thirty-seven feet long, are appro-
priated 1o this purpose.

At the south-western extremity of
.the building is the privaié house oly_lhe
Assistant Secretary. It is well suited
for the residence of a_gentleman’s fa-
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mily ; the principal rooms are in ex-
cellent J:roponion, and the whole so
arranged as to admit of a free ventila-
tion, and rendered as cheerful as the
situation will admit.

In the basement, the whole of which
is rendered fire proof by brick vauh.
ing, are rooms for the mail-guards,
conveniently furnished with lockers,
presses, and other accommodations ;
an armoury; and servants’ offices.
There is some ingenious machinery for
conveying coals from the cellars to each
story of the building ; and a very sim-
ple yet perfect means is provided for
obtaining a copious supply of water in
case of fire, and conveyiug it through
the building by ineans of those pipes.
Immediately under the poriico are

laced two large gasometers (of Cross-
ey's patent), capable of registering
4000 cubic feet ot gas per hour. The
as is supplied by the City of London

ompany ; and is consumed by nearl
a thousand burners in the several of-
fices and passages.

The new Post Office was first open-
ed for business ou Wednesday, Sep-
tember 23, a short time before five
o’clock in the morning. The improved
system enabled the inland  officers 10
sort and arrunge the letters by about
eight o'clock, and at half-past eight
they were ready for delivery. In the
course. of the morning four vehicles
were stationed at the back of the Post-
Office, built afier the manner of the
Owmmnibus (a new oblong vis-a-vis stage-
coach, built on a plan lately imported
from Paris). In these (which the
Post Office name Accelerators,) the
letter-carriers having to deliver letiers
at the west and north-western parts of
the Metropolis, took their seats about
half-past eight o’'clock, two of the car-
riages proceeding up the Strand, and
the other two up Holborn. There
were about fourteen letter carriers in
each. At Lloyd's Coffee House, and
other public places in the city, the let-
ters arrived full twenty minules.easlier
than usual. The mails reccive the
bags, &c. in Foster-lane. .

At the old Post Offiee,: the portion

_called the Compiroller’s office, . has

been converted into a receiving house

for foreign and.inland letters and news-

papers, for_the accomwmodation of the
merchants  and others near the Ege

_change.

. . IR 4
Two other branch offices have hgen

‘established at Charing-cross, next dayr
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to Northumberland House, and in
Vere-street, Oxford-street, where let-
ters are received until half-past seven
iu the evening.

‘The Post-office system of England,

rfected as it has been of laie years

y the suggestions of Mr. Palmer, the
late mail-coach contractor, is consi-
dered superior to that of any other
country.

The mention of the office of Chief
Posimaster of England occurs in 1581.
In 1635 King Charles the First directed
his ¢ Postmaster of England for foreign
parts” to open a communication, ﬁy
running posts, between London and
Edinburgh, Chester, Holyhead, Exeter,
Plymouth, and Ireland, &c. In 1653-4
the post-office revenues were farmed
by the Council of State and Protector
at 10,000/. per annum. In 1656 the
Parliament made some enactments for
the erection of a new general Post-
office, which was established at the
Restoration in 1660, and from that pe-
riod has only changed by a perpetual
growth of activity and usefulness. The
‘mail was first conveyed by stage-coaches
‘on the 2d of August, 1785; and in
1789 no less than 30,000/. was added
10 the revenue by the establishment of
mail-coaches.

The progressive increase of the Post
Office receipts has been as follows :

1664. £21,000 1723 . £201,804
1674.. 43,000 1744.. 235,402
1685.. 65,000 1764.. 281,535
1688.. 76,318 1775.. 345,321
1697.. 90,505 1785.. 403,753
1710..111,461 1793.. 607,268
1715..145,227 1816..2,067,040

The Eighteenth Report of the Com-
missioners of Revenue Inquiry, which
has been recently printed, is entircly
devoted to the subject of the Post-office
of the United Kingdom. The Report
and its Aprendix, which together cc-
cupy no less than 697 folio pages,
relate to one only of three heads into
which the subject matter is distributed
by the Commissioners, namely, ** The
(%rcnlmion of Correspondence within
the United Kingdom.” The remain-
ing two heads are, ¢ The Communi-
cations with the Colonics and Depend-
encies of Great Britain, direct and in-
termediate, including the Internal Cir-
culation of the Colonies ;” and, ¢ The
Communications with Foreign Parts,
direct and from the Colonies.”” The
Commimioners exhibit a comparative

History of the Post Office.
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statement of the general revenue and
expenditure of the Post-office at two
distinct periods, namely, the three
years preceding the commencement of
their inquiry, and the three years end-
ing the 5th of January, 1827. From
this statement it appears that in the
last period there has been a progressive
increase in the gross receipts in each
of the three kingdoms; whereas in the
former period there was a progressive
decline. The average rate of charge
upon the gross receipt, during the first
reriod, was 28/. 19s. 43d. ; during 1he
atter, it was only 26/. 17s. 93d. The
sum disbursed under the direction and
responsibility of His Majesty’s Post-
masters-General in Great Britain and
Ireland, during the latter period, was,
on an average, 670,000l. per ann. The
net revenue of 1828 was 1,400,000/.

The following abstract from the evi-
dence of Sir Francis Freeling, will
afford a comprehensive and instructive
view of the conducting of this gigantic
engine of general intercourse, and im-
portant branch of the revenue of the
country. It will, together with what
has been already related, demonstrate
to those who wonder at the size of the
new building, that such extensive busi-
ness, even when conducted in the
most simplified manner, could never
be accomplished within confined limits.

Principal Qffices.

The Inland-office, the Foreign-office, and
the Twopenny-post (which is now very con-
siderable,) are the three great divisions of
the Post Office.

The Inland-office divides itself into the

don-office, the C y-offices, and the
Twopeuny-post. )

The gonersl departments through which
the business of the Inland-office is condnet-
ed, are the Ioland, the Foreign, the Two-
penny-post departments, the Ship-letter,
the By-letter, the Dead-letter, the Return-
ed-letter, the Letter-bill, the Accountant~
gevenl's, and the Receiver-general's offices;
the Jatter office is a check upon the Post-
masters-general, and the appointment of the
Receiver-general is not with the Post-
master-genenal, but with the Treasury.

Letters sent from London.

Will you have the gondness to trace s
letter from its being put into a receiving-
house in Londen to its being delivered in
the country 2—If it is put in as any distant-
receiving-house, it is there stumped and put
up into a bag, that bag not being accessible
to any individual until it gomes to the Post-
office.  Those bags are called for by the
Jetter-carriors, who deposit some of them in
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acks, which ure put fnto carts employed for
she purpose of saving tinte, iu order to bring
them to the office 30 much the esrliers
others are brought in great sacks by the
letter-carriers on foot. The bags are opened
by persons appointed for the purpose, and
tge letters are then thrown out intu great
baskets, in which they are brought to the
places where they are to be stamped. The
stamping is done by messengers, or by let-
ter-carriers; and, as they are stamped, one
letter is put into a sort of box, which is to

for 100; and so it is that we arrive at
something like the number of letters that

© Whe Poit Gffice System,

{oet.

fied their way to the Accountait-generst,
so that they may form the ¢harge upon the
P in the Y. A sort of way-
bill is sent down, specifyiog the amount of
letters charged upon the Postmaster, which
should correspond in all cases with the sli

which goes to the Accountant-general. If
we find that the Postmaster is in the habit
of returning 1d., or 2d., or 3d.. even such
small sums as that, short of the office
charge, we have recourse to this process:
—unknowa to him, the letters are told over
by two or three persons for a certain period,
so that we might, if possible, swear to the

are put into the Post-office of an evening.
ere are four or five stamping-tables;
and sometimes three or four, sometimes
more persons, are employed at each table.
As 300n as the letters are stamped, they are
taken away to be assorted iuto 18 or 20
divisions, upon tables which correspond
with what we call the roads, from which
those letters are to be sent; the individual
at No. 1, or 5, or 10, as the case may be,
comes exactly to his table, and takes from
‘the corresponding number the letters which
have been assurted in the manner 1 have
described. This is done by a higher grada-
tivn of sortere. There are a certain num-
ber of individuals assigoed to a road; they
take the letters to the road, and there they
are assorted for the different places al
the line of that road. When the indivim
has got the letters to his praper road, he
begins with marking them with the rates of
postage ; after that they are put up into
the box which bears the name of the post
town to which they are to be conveyed.
Whea sl the letters are assorted, it is his
" duty to tell up the whole iu each box, in
order to ascertain what sum the postmaster
in the country is to be dehited with : after
that comes the process of tying them up in
bundles, and putting shein into bags and
sealing them. The bags are then put, se-
cordiog to & certain order, into large sacks
belongiag to the roads ; for instance, the
Carlisle bag would be put at the bottom of
what we shiould call the Carlisle sack, next
to that Penrith, then Appleby, and then
Brough, and s0 on. The sacks are then
delivered to the guard, and he becomes from
that moment respomible for their security.
‘As he comes to each phee, the bag belong-
ing to the place is taken out; he delivers it
to the postmaster, with all the bye-hags he
may have to deliver, and takes up the hags
which it is necessary he should have from
Rbat town for the different towns through
which the tnuilccoach passes.

e Ay e . .
. " Acoounts of Postage. )
- Tha clesks making up the enter in
wlips, against each post town, the smount
‘of the whole of she letters sent away from
‘the dffice. 'Those slips then are handed to
whis proper officéts, in order thut shey may

of our » and the i y
of his. The Postmasters’ accounts are made
up in books monthly ; sent,- under the sig-
nature of the officer of the Letter-bill office,
to the Accountant-general, snd then they
form a part of that account which is sent
down to the Pustmaster in the country once
s quarter. The letter-money is remitted by
way of instalments, which are regulated
every quarter. Where the amount is large
we get a remittance once in fourteen days;
where it is under 70l a fortnight, the re-
mittance is made monthly. There are snme
very few instances in which an findividual
does not remit more than once in a quarter,
which was formerly usual with all. The
emoluments of the Postmasters in the coun-
try are in some instances influenced hy the
amount of the remittances; but the duties
of the Post-offices are so varied in almost
all cases, that the salary is never settled but
on & due consideration of all the circum-
stances. An office where the amount of
the revenue may be perhaps 200L or 300l &

ear, may from its local sitoation be a great
orward-office 5 for instance, the town of
Huntingdon : the miails arrive there in the
dedd of ‘the night, snd all the letters from
the borth come up to Huntingdoo to be as-
sorted for Cambridgeshire, tor Syffolk, and
for Norfolk, and they amount to, | may say,
thousands; on the retarn they come from
Cambridge and Norfolk to Huntingdon, and
awouut to as many : the result is, that the
duties of that office are done at very unsea-
sonable hours; of course the regulation of
the salary is not dependent upon the money
that the individual receives, becguse those
are all letters in transitu, but according to
the severity of the duties he has to perform,
uad the time at which they are performed.

Letters from the Gountry.

Will you have the goodses to truce a
letter, put in in the couantry, toits delivery
in London ?—1It is drmpped into the receiv-
ing-box at the Post-oftice of the town from
which it is intended to be sent ; itis stamped
and taxed there by the Postmtaster or the
Persons employed by him, all of whom tiké
the oath of ofbe; it is "entered ‘in his bt
exsctly in the wame manner us is done in
London ; it is enclosed ia a bag, Mrch'a
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stiled, delivered to the guard, put imto My
ook, and conveyed by the wail-coach te
London. Havmg got to Lundos, the bags
are npened, the letters are told over, and
more partioularly the paid letters, because
the Postmaster in the country receiving
so much money for paid letters, it is very
necessary that we should see that he has
put down the right amount.  After the let-
ters have been examined and stamped, they
ure distributed into fourteen divisious, twelve
Yor the inland letter-carriers, one for the
windew or alphabet, and one for the two-
}:enny post.  Each of these ewelve divisions
then subdivided into walks (118 or 119
io number). They are thea placed bef
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samé way. The remittances ate made by
every packet, and these balances are at pre-
semt, certainly, in a very ereditable atate.
All letters from the Colonies are not received
in the first instance by the Post-ofice in
Loodon; all that can be circulated soower
by going by the crom-post, are forwarded
from Falmouth by the nearest post-road.

Cross Poat.

Having gone through the direct commu-
nication, will you describe how letters are
vouveyed and checked in golog throngh the
line of cross-comwmunication P—t will take
the instamee of Nottingham aod Derby.
The P er of Noctingham, who sends

six clerks, called tellers, who cliege the
emnunts against the respective letter-car-
riers. The amount sgainst each walk is
eutered in a book, and stated on a docket,
which is delivered to another clerk, called
the check clerk, who also enters it in his
book. The letter-carriers then tell the let-
ters, and report the amount they make to
the check clerk. If it agrees with the
smount of the docket he has received from
the telling clerk, the docket is handed to
tho letter-carrier for signature, and returned
sguin to the check-clerk, and the amount is
thus established sguinst the letter-carrier.
If it disagree, after & second selling by the
Jester-carrier, the President selects a clerk
from another, part of the office to re-cel
the letters, and decide which is right. The
President frequent! lis the letters him-
self. The telling-clerks, to preveut collu-
sion with the lecter-carriers, are chasged
almost every day.

Foreign Letters.

Will you have the gooduess now to trace
the Foreiga Letters 2—They are deposited
in the receiving-houses, and come wp in
sealed bags, just the same as the others.
When a foreign letter is put into the Post-
office in the country, it is tendered at the
window of the Post-office in the country,
and paid for. It then comes up in what is
called the paid bill to London, and is trans-
ferred to :{: Foreign-office ; it becomes vir-
tually o frank, &3 it forms no part of the
tharge on the Foreign-office. The bags
are made up in the Foreign-office by nearly
the same process as in the Inlaund-office,
only of course on a amaller scale. We
have a Hamburgh mail, e French mail, a
mail to Ostend, & mail to Helvoet, a mail
to Gattenburgh, s mail to Gibmltar aad
Malta, & mail to the Brazils, and a mail to

isbon,—recently one to Buenos-Ayres.

- Létters to the Colonies.

" Letters are serit to the ‘Colonics, with
similer actaunts to the Postmusters, who
&re-our ties, precisely in the same man-
ner with the Postmaster of Bristol or Birm-
beghaw, and accoant fur possege in the

the letters away, not only inserts the amount
in the bill which accompanies those lesters,
but he keeps a voucher, which is trans-
mitted monthly to the By and Cross-road
office, in which the amount charged on
Derhy is inserted, with the day, in the co-
lumn. The Postmaster at Derby, when he
receives those letters, pats down the amount
fn what is called the received side of 1ds

her. The voucher from Nottingham,
wnd that sivo frum Derby, are travemitted
to the By wad Cross-raad Lewveroffice
they are there emamined to sec whether
they agree; if shey do agree, the accqunt is
received, and the deputy is debited accord-
ingly. There must be & collusion between
;he dt.wo putties of cousse, if there i3 say
raud.

Surveyors.

Have you not Surveyors 2—1It is u part of
their instruction o look to those things sc-
turately and constantly, in travelling shrovgh
the country : if there is any thiog whiﬁi
can In the most remote degree excite their
suspicion, they sre to represent it imme-
diately. In a flagrant case, the surveyot
would at once see it was his daty so take
charge of the office, and he would imme-
dintely state that he had dome we.. Where
o men is deficient in his remittamces, and
where it would be imprudent to leave the
revenue to preater bazard, a Surveyor is
sent to take charge of the office. The great
security for the crou’l-.mou is the antention
of the Surveyors? Surveyors are offi-
cers fixed in districts; there are seven of
them. There is scarcely a day in the yest
in which T do ndt receive communications
from some of them.

——

SPECULATIONS ON LiITERARY
Preasurgs.—No. XVII. .
(Continued from p. 881.) .
EMAILLET, another of the fa-
mily of tlveorists who have write
ten concerning the origin and struc-
tore of our glebe, and who taught that
the earth, for many 't ‘yeass,
was coverctl_with wates, ard that inmm
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